
The Press-Republican 04/30/2014

Copyright (c)2014 The Press-Republican, Edition 04/30/2014 May 9, 2014 2:56 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2014    A5PRESSREPUBLICAN.COM COMMUNITY

we were able to get the plea 
today,” Pasqua said on Tues-
day.

“That’s what our victim 
wanted — for him to take 
accountability. I think that 
was accomplished by the 
guilty plea.”

‘A FREEBIE’
Donah’s attorney, Greg 

LaDuke, called the concur-
rent one-year sentence “a 
freebie — you’re not going 
to serve any more time (than 
already sentenced).”

His client, he said, will be 
out of jail next summer.

“When he’s out, he’s out. 
No probation, no sex-offend-
er registry.”

The misdemeanor convic-
tions are a far cry from what 
prosecutors had aimed for, 
LaDuke said. His client could 
have been looking at up to 
75 years in state prison had 
he been found guilty of rape, 
attempted rape and other fel-
ony charges, he said.

FIRED BY STATE POLICE
And with only misdemean-

ors convictions, LaDuke said, 
it’s possible the door hasn’t 
been slammed and locked on 
Donah’s job as a state troop-
er.

The conclusion of all three 
cases meant a gag order 
ordered by McGill ended 
on Tuesday, so State Police 
Troop B Commander Major 
Richard Smith was able to 
tell the Press-Republican 
that Donah had been fired on 
Feb. 14, soon after his Feb. 5 
convictions. 

Donah, he said, violated 
the oath under the Public 
Officers Law.

Had the former trooper 
been convicted of a felony, 
LaDuke said, he would have 
no recourse.

“When you’re convicted 
with a misdemeanor, they 
can boot you, but you have 
the right to a hearing,” he 
said.

There’s a gray area in 
Donah’s case, as he will be 
incarcerated for a while, he 
added, “(but) we weren’t really 
worried about that this week.”

‘NO MORE BADGE’
While it might appear 

Donah got off easy with the 
plea agreement, Franklin 
County District Attorney 
Derek Champagne said, the 
time he will spend in Clin-
ton County Jail would likely 
exceed the stretch he might 
have seen in state prison, 
even for rape.

A sentence of up to seven 
years could actually translate 
into less than the 16-month 
minimum ahead of Donah, he 
said.

“You end up being eligible 
for some of these different 
programs to reduce your sen-
tence. That’s the simple math 
of our current system.”

Among those, he said, is 
the shock-incarceration pro-
gram.

“On the one hand, it is very 
frustrating that (Donah) 
is not held accountable 
for each and every event I 
believe he committed,” said 
the DA, whose office was 
called upon to prosecute 
the case due to a conflict in 
Clinton County.

“But he no longer has 

a gun; he no longer has a 
badge.

WAIVED APPEALS
On Tuesday, Donah also 

waived his right to appeal the 
February trial and his plea, 
Crawford said.

She spoke highly of State 
Police Investigators John 
Donohue and Karen DuFour 
“for taking charge of the 
case and doing the right 
thing, letting (the women) 
know that all New York 
State Police are not like Mr. 
Donah.

“They both did a tremen-
dous job working with the 
victims.”

Crawford included the for-
mer girlfriend whose case 
was heard first and ended 
with Donah’s absolution. 

That was a difficult one 
to prosecute, she said, in 
part because the charges 
had to fit the time period 
of the alleged crimes. Then, 
she said, domestic-violence 
strangulation crimes had not 
yet been law.

Instead, alleged actions 
that fit those parameters had 
to be addressed under assault 

charges and therefore a big-
ger challenge.

‘JUSTIFIED CHOKING’
“This was a very complex 

case from day 1 for many 
reasons,” Champagne said, 
grouping all three cases 
together. 

First was the significant 
delay in reporting the crimes, 
he said, which meant evi-
dence such as phone records 
weren’t always available.

Juries, accustomed to TV 
trials, he said, “want DNA, 
they want pictures.”

“And once the cases were 
severed (in court), it made it 
very difficult to explain each 
victim in a vacuum.”

Donah, Champagne said, 
used his law-enforcement 
knowledge to bend his vic-
tims to his will.

In one instance, he justi-
fied choking one of the wom-
en — when she said she’d 
call police — by telling her 
he had the right to use force 
if his personal property was 
threatened.

She had told him she would 
throw his computer out the 
window, the DA said.

‘ON AN ISLAND’
And, Champagne said, 

“there was almost a system-
atic stripping of each of the 
victim’s social network so 
they could only run to other 
troopers, troopers’ wives ...

“(The victims) were on an 
island, so to speak, and he 
was in charge.

“I give them tremendous 
credit for coming forward 
and subjecting themselves to 
the system.”

“I can’t praise the three 
women enough for being 
brave enough to come for-
ward,” Crawford said.

The resolution of the third 
case was not the perfect end-
ing, Champagne said.

“But is there accountabil-
ity? Yes,” he said. “Can our 
victims hold their heads 
high? Yes.

“They stood up to some-
one they feared and signaled
(in court), ‘I fear you no 
more.’”

Donah is incarcerated at 
Clinton County Jail.
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Trout Unlimited member Don Lee (left) instructs Saranac resident Bailey Robinson on proper fly-fishing technique during a recent workshop at the 
SUNY Plattsburgh Field House. The event was sponsored by the Lake Champlain Chapter of Trout Unlimited, one of three local chapters of more 
than 400 nationwide, whose goals include protecting cold-water fisheries, restoring downstream habitat and education. To attract more women to 
the sport, Trout Unlimited is offering free membership to newcomers during May, while those who already belong can renew for half-price.

LEARNING ON THE FLY

WESTPORT — Champlain Area 
Trails has won two grants from the 
New York State Conservation Part-
nership Program totaling $42,000. 

The awards, funded through the 
Environmental Protection Fund, 
are part of $1.4 million given to 50 
nonprofit land trusts throughout 
the state.

The first grant will cover the 
transaction costs of purchas-
ing land in Westport between the 
Adirondack Land Trust’s Coon 
Mountain Nature Preserve and the 
State Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation’s Split Rock Wild 
Forest. 

“This action conserves the forest 
connections for wildlife movement 
in this part of the Split Rock Wild-
way wildlife corridor and allows 
for a hiking trail to connect the two 
well-used hiking destinations,” a 
press release said. 

It also conserves land along the 
Boquet River in Essex that has a 
new hiking trail that showcases riv-
erside forest habitat. 

ECONOMIC VITALITY
The second award will help 

CATS develop “a strategic plan 
and putting in place policies that 
adhere to the exemplary standards 
and practices required to become 
an accredited land trust with the 
Land Trust Alliance,” the release 
said. 

“This assures funders, landown-
ers and state and local govern-
ments that the land trust has poli-
cies that protect its assets, keep 
excellent records, comply with 
all personnel requirements and 
ensure sustainability.

“Receiving these awards is a real 
testament to the communities’ sup-
port for making trails and saving 

land,” said CATS Executive Direc-
tor Chris Maron. 

CATS works to encourage eco-
nomic vitality, he said.

“A 2011 study by the Trust for 
Public Land found that every dol-
lar of investment from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Fund gener-
ates $7 in total economic benefits 
from tourism, reduced government 
costs, and public health.”

The group’s Grand Hike, com-
ing up Saturday, May 3, will follow 
trails and scenic back roads from 
the Westport Hotel & Tavern to 
the Essex Inn, followed by a block 
party at the inn. 

The event, Maron said, “will help 
promote local businesses and make 
this area a destination for tourists. 

“We invite people to celebrate 
with us.”

Westport land trust wins grants
 IF YOU GO
The CATS Grand Hike steps off at 9 a.m. Saturday, May 3, at the Westport 

Hotel (breakfast is available at 7:30 a.m., and check-in begins at 8). 
Hikers can park there or in Essex, where a free shuttle is provided by Pok-O-

MacCready Camps. The block party, free and open to all, is set for 5 p.m. in 
the Essex Inn courtyard.
People can hike the whole route, join at designated “oases” or stop at an 

oasis and ride the shuttle back to their cars. Hike registration is $5 per person 
or $10 per family.
Preregister at ChamplainAreaTrails.com or call 962-2287.

MAKESHIFT WEAPONS
The incident occurred at the 

medium-security state prison 
about 4 a.m. April 21 but was not 
made public for several days.

The union said officers were 
called to assist at a dormitory 
after several inmates were fight-
ing there.

Arriving officers ordered the 
men to stop and tried to move 
in to break up the action but had
trouble because the lights were 
out and the fire extinguisher had
been set off, the release states.

Once the smoke cleared, the 
responding officers were able to 
separate the inmates, many of 
whom suffered a variety of inju-
ries, including sprained wrists, 
gashes, scalp wounds and cuts to
the hand, the release said.

In a post-fight search of the 
room, officers found two pad-
locks that had each been tied 
inside black socks and used as 
weapons during the confronta-
tion, the union said.

Several items in the room may 
have also been turned into make-
shift weapons during the fight, 
including an iron and two bro-
ken ironing boards, a number 
of chairs and a mop handle, the 
union said.

DISCIPLINARY CHARGES
Most of the injured were treat-

ed at the facility, but two inmates 
were taken to Alice Hyde Medi-
cal Center in Malone.

One had a 3-inch cut and ten-
don damage to the top of his 
right hand, and the other had a 
2-inch gash on the right side of 
his forehead. Both were treated 
then taken back to the prison.

Those who could be identified
will face disciplinary charges and 
were placed in a special-housing 
unit.

The investigation revealed that 
members of two factions within 
the facility had argued earlier in 
the day about what TV programs 
to watch in the dorm and that 
the ill will carried over until the 
physical fight began at 4 a.m., the
release said.

“Inmate-on-inmate violence 
at medium-security correctional 
facilities can have serious con-
sequences and can lead to sig-
nificant injuries to staff members 
and inmates,” NYSCOPBA Vice 
President Randy Page said in the
statement.

“Many occur in dormitory set-
tings where officers are far out-
numbered by inmates,” he said. 
“This presents a challenge for 
our members and creates a work
environment that is not condu-
cive to their safety.

“Thankfully, none of our mem-
bers were injured in this incident.”
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“When the Hotel Saranac 
reopens, it will be an upscale 
and full-service hotel that will 
once again serve as a center of 
community life for residents 
and guests.”

ROK Builders, a Roedel Co. 
affiliate, is overseeing the reno-
vations.

Lead architect is Freeman 
French Freeman Inc. of Burl-
ington.

“The organizations will work 
in tandem with their historical 
consultant, Kimberly Alvarez 
of Landmark Consulting in 
Albany, to bring the property 
up to modern standards while 
preserving the layout and char-

acter of the building,” Roedel 
said.

Hotel programming is to be 
accomplished by Group One 
Partners of South Boston.

Structural engineering for 
the project is contracted to 
North Woods Engineering in 
Saranac Lake.

The mechanical, electrical 
and plumbing contract was 
let to Rist-Frost-Shumway of 
Laconia, N.H.

Interior design and procure-
ment services were contracted 
to RSJ Assoc. of Wilton, N.H.

Jesse Beck, president of 
Freeman French Freeman, said 
they couldn’t be more excited 
to help restore this “jewel of 
the Adirondacks.”

“The combination of Roedel 
Companies’ vision and the 

local community’s support 
makes this a very special proj-
ect for everyone involved,” 
Beck said in a news release.

Renovations began in ear-
nest in April.

The project won $5 million 
in state economic-develop-
ment funding in the 2013 round 
of Regional Economic Devel-
opment Council priority proj-
ect awards.

In all, Roedel Co. has said, 
the restoration will cost a total 
close to $13 million.

Updates on interior demoli-
tion and reconstruction inside 
are posted to the Hotel Sara-
nac Facebook page, online at: 
facebook.com/HotelSaranac.
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charred home around 11, as fire-
fighters packed up after extin-
guishing the blaze.

The blue mobile home, which 
had front and side porches 
attached, was “a total loss,” Perky 
said.

The cause of the fire was under
investigation, he said, “but they’re 
leaning toward electrical.”

The chief said Doner has fam-
ily in the area and that he was 
also being helped by the North 
Country Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross.
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Sign up for Breaking News alerts
The Press-Republican now off ers Breaking News 

alerts, which can be emailed to readers who sign up.
For several years, the newsroom has been posting 

articles the day the news happens, sometimes within 
an hour of the time it occurs.

Readers who want to know what news we are re-
porting moments after we post the article can sign 
up for the Breaking News alerts.

It’s easy to do. Go to our website, www.press
republican.com, hold your cursor over the “Homep-
age” link on the left-hand side and click on “Digital 
Delivery.”

Fill in your email address and name (optional) and 
click the Subscribe button.

An email will be sent to your address. As soon as 
you subscribe, you will be on our routing list.

It’s the fastest way to fi nd out the big news of the day.

THANKS FOR READING


